
 
 

MCOM 180: Global Leadership is a unique critical thinking college 
learning experience. Usually there are no required classroom 
meetings, and students cannot register for this course like they do 
other classes. A special add code must be issued to students after 
they understand course expectations, and fully complete a special 
sign-up process. 
 
What’s Expected & Why? 
 
Think of MCOM 180 as an opportunity for you to learn more about 
something in your area of the media that you want to know more 
about. Textbooks and your regular classes may not have offered 
enough insight, so you can conduct an independent study of 
your media topic of interest before your graduation. 
 
Many SJSU students take 180 classes in their departments across 
campus. Most find the self-learning approach in their academic field 
quite exciting, enlightening and rewarding. 
 
MCOM 180 enables students in advertising, journalism and public 
relations to explore their interests and make new academic and 
media industry contacts. Students reach out to appropriate experts 
and explore a deeper understanding of a topic of interest. Pacing 
yourself is essential. Media people usually are quite busy, so you 
must ask early for opportunities to discuss your topic. Never 
assume they are always available, and never put off contacting 
them to the last minute. If you do not produce a well-developed 
paper or project, you will receive no credit for MCOM 180. 
 



 
How to sign up for MCOM 180: 
 
Step #1: Discuss a media topic or project that interests you with a 
JMC School faculty member in either advertising, journalism or 
public relations. 
 
Go see that JMC faculty member during office hours, discuss your 
interests and the possibilities, and develop together a special 
research effort worth one, two or three units of academic credit.  
 
Your MCOM 180 faculty adviser will also offer suggestions on how 
to approach your research, identify requirements for your 
independent study, and establish a timetable for follow-up meetings 
with the faculty adviser to discuss student progress throughout the 
term. 
 
 
Step #2: Pick up the appropriate blank MCOM 180 form in the 
Journalism School Office, DBH 105 
 
Based on your discussion with the faculty adviser, ask for a MCOM 
180 form for one, two or three units worth of credit. 
 
 
Step #3: Return to the MCOM 180 faculty adviser and complete the 
required form together. 
 
Once all required elements are provided on the form, and the 
faculty adviser signs off, take the completed form back to the  
Journalism School Office, DBH 105. 
 
 



Step #4: Submit the fully completed form to the office staff 
BEFORE the last day to add a class. 
 
The staff will give one final review of your paperwork to confirm all 
required elements are included. If so, a special MCOM 180 class 
code will be issued based on the amount of units you are 
requesting. 
 
Students should use their add code immediately and sign-up for 
MCOM 180 online before the deadline to add classes. The JMC 
School strictly enforces the policy: No late adds or drops. 
 
 
Step #5: Follow through on your independent study assignment.  
 
At the start of the term, begin immediately to follow-up on what you 
and your faculty adviser told you. Identify the key professionals you 
wish to speak with, and make contact early in the term. 
 
Meet with your MCOM 180 faculty adviser periodically, 
especially when you encounter unexpected problems with your 
proposed plan. Stay on schedule and complete your MCOM 180 
during the term you registered. Do not expect an extended deadline 
to submit your paper or project. Incomplete grades are not available 
for MCOM 180 students. 
 
Submit your completed effort by the deadline established by your 
MCOM 180 faculty adviser. 
  
The JMC faculty adviser will review your effort and determine if the 
work deserves “credit or no credit,” the only two grades available 
for MCOM 180. 

 



Your MCOM 180 faculty adviser will report your grade to the 
Journalism Office at the end of the term, and the School Director 
officially posts online all final grades for MCOM 180 reported by the 
faculty. 

 

See online all JMC School course descriptions available on the 
website for the School of Journalism and Mass Communications: 

www.jmc.sjsu.edu. Be sure to check for pre-requisites for all 
courses you wish to take. 

 

When you have general advising questions, please see the JMC 
School Advising Coordinator, Professor Cynthia Fernald. 

Students should sign up for advising BEFORE final exam week.  
 

 


