
  
 
Maria Leticia Gómez was born in Rosario, Argentina, and grew up in Mexico City and 
Washington, D.C. She earned a double degree in French Literature and Sociology from the 
University of Maryland, and a master’s degree in Sociology from The George Washington 
University. For her master’s thesis research, Gómez lived in the Zapatista communities in 
the rainforest of Southeastern Chiapas, Mexico, during the National Liberation Zapatista 
Army's uprising against the Mexican government. It was there that she discovered her 
passion for journalism. 
 
After reporting for TV Azteca and Univision News in Mexico City, in 1995 Gómez became 
the Washington, D.C., correspondent for Canal de Noticias NBC. She also wrote articles for 
Spain’s newspaper El País, and worked as an anchor/reporter for Univision in New York 
City. In May 2000, Gómez joined the Univision team in San Francisco as a prime time 
anchor. She has conducted one-on-one interviews with presidents from Mexico, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, El Salvador and Nicaragua, as well as with California governors Jerry Brown 
and Gray Davis. She also moderated several debates among mayoral candidates in San Jose 
and San Francisco. Gómez' work on the anchor desk and in the field has earned her multiple 
awards: she is an eighteen-time Emmy Award winning journalist, and has been honored 
with seven Mark Twain Awards from the Associated Press. 
 
Off-camera, as a former President of the San Francisco Local of the American Federation of 
Television and Radio Artists (AFTRA) and Vice-Chair of the National Broadcast Steering 
Committee, Gómez worked with union leaders and colleagues to improve the wages and 
working conditions of AFTRA members nationwide; to protect collective bargaining 
agreements; and to monitor and embrace the implementation of new technologies in the 
newsroom, in order to build labor protections around new duties assigned to radio and 
television broadcasters from coast to coast. She also worked with union members and 
station managers to adopt strategies that guarantee the safety of journalists who face threats 
while reporting. Gómez was a member of the AFTRA team that negotiated the merger with 
the Screen Actors Guild (SAG), which culminated in March 2012 with the establishment of 
the new union Screen Actors Guild�American Federation of Television and Radio Artists 
(SAG-AFTRA). 



 
On September 1st, 2017, Gómez joined the County of Santa Clara as Director of the Office 
of Public Affairs. She leads a team of communications professionals that empower and 
connect residents with the multiple county services that are available to them. 
 
Gómez speaks English, Spanish, French and Italian. She studied music at various 
conservatories and has played the violin since she was 7 years old. 


